PHYSICAL SCIENCE
Mr. Williams                                               Westside High School
willibr4@richmond.k12.ga.us                                Office Hours: M-W 2:30-2:55    706-868-4030                                                                                         Remind: @bk9226
As a science educator, I feel it is extremely important to have good communication between home and school.  I am committed on building a world class, globally competitive school and have students be college and career ready upon graduation.  I also believe that it is important to have clear expectations for student responsibilities and behavior.  The following is a description of the course, class policies/procedures, rules, grading policy, a list of supplies needed, and contact information. 

Course Description: Physical Science is an introduction to basic chemistry and physics. The course will include abstract concepts such as the conceptualization of the structure of atoms and the role they play in determining the properties of materials, motion and forces, the conservation of energy and matter, wave behavior, electricity, and the relationship between electricity and magnetism.
Class Policies & Procedures:

1. Assignments must be completed and on time to receive credit. Late work is not accepted.  

2. Students that are unsuccessful on tests and announced quizzes will be strongly encouraged to stay after school for remediation.

3.  Students will be given a one-week notice of all tests.  An absence one or two days prior to a test does not excuse the student from taking the test. Quizzes may be unannounced.

4. Students with legally excused absences have 5 days to make up all missed assignments.  Tests, quizzes and laboratory activities must be made up after school by arrangement.  It is the responsibility of the student to get missed work.

5. Students with unexcused absences or who have missed the 5-day cut-off will receive zero on all missed tests, quizzes, labs, and assignments.  Students missing three consecutive days of class, parents will be contacted and guidance notified. 
6. Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated on any level.  The consequence is two detentions, a grade of zero on the assignment/test/quiz, and notification of parents/guardians of the incident.

Class Rules:  Following these five major rules will promote a climate conducive for learning. 

Every Student has the RIGHT to Learn

I have the RIGHT to Teach

I cannot allow anyone to interfere with these RIGHTS.
1. Be respectful to the teacher and classmates.

2. Report to class prepared to learn.
3. Report to class on time.

4. Do not be disruptive to the educational process.

5. Conduct yourself in a safe manner at all times.

Penalties: Failure to follow the above rules will result in:


First Offense- verbal warning


Second Offense – Teacher Detention/Parent notification

Third Offense – Student will be referred to grade level administrator.

The teacher reserves the right to immediately refer the student to grade level administrator for serious offenses.  Safety issues cannot be tolerated in a laboratory environment.

Class Supplies: The following materials are required for this course:


3 ring binder (1”)


Black or blue pens


Pencils




12 pack colored pencils


Filler paper



graph paper


Metric ruler



Protractor and compass


Scientific calculator


6 dividers


2 Composition notebooks (graph)       
Grading Policy:  Students grades will be calculated as follows

Major Grades  40%

Tests

Minor Grades  60%

Quizzes, Labs/Activities, Classwork

Late/Missing Assignments:

Late work is defined as assignments that are submitted after a specific deadline. Students are expected to submit work on time.  Scores will be reduced 5% each day for a maximum of 25% (five days).   After five school days, the assignment will not be accepted. 
Throughout the year students will be assigned long term projects. Guidelines will be given for each when assigned.

The class will run in units. Each unit will have direct instruction, conceptual problems, laboratories, quizzes, and a test.   Physical Science is a fast paced course.  It is imperative that students keep up with the course, complete assignments on time and on their own.  Ask questions and seek help when needed.   
A date and time will be given for test corrections.  Students MUST be on time for them to do this.  
Best wishes for a successful school year!

Mr. Brian R. Williams

